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civilising mission, the fruits of which have endured to this
day.
VI, A minor campaign in canada : the red river
expedition, 1870
Since the termination of the war between Great Britain
and the United States, in 1815, British troops have conducted
only one small campaign on the American continent. This
was occasioned by trouble among the French Canadians and
half-breeds following on the transfer of the North- west Territory
from the Hudson Bay Company to Canada in 1867. A
Provisional Government was set up, the leading spirit being
?^e Riel, who defied the authority of the newly - appointed
Governor and ended a prolonged career of misrule by the
judicial murder of a British subject. Twelve hundred men
under the command of Wolseley were therefore despatched
frona Toronto to reduce the malcontents to reason. The real
problem lay in their transport over the desolate wastes of
water and prairie to within striking distance of their objective,
1 200 miles from their base ; and ail available means of com-
munication — railway, lake steamer, sleigh, and canoe — were
utilised for this purpose, which was ultimately accomplished
W1^1 triumphant success. The rebellion collapsed on the
aPpearance of the troops, who, after eight months in the field,
were back home at Toronto with their task fulfilled. Riei
"ittiself lived to cause more trouble fifteen years later, but the
story of his second revolt and its suppression, which was
effected entirely by the Canadians, can hardly be regarded as
forming part of the history of the British army.
the maori wars in new zealand, 1863-1870
The last of these manifold and wearisome little wars which
e to be chronicled in telling the history of the British army
** *he latter half of the nineteenth century were fought against
the Maoris, the aboriginal inhabitants of New Zealand. They
took place entirely within the limits of the northern island, in
the area lying south of Auckland ; and the foes against whom
^ ^ere pitted were perhaps the ablest, and certainly the most
chivalrous, of all the savage races who have ever in the various
Barters of the globe measured themselves against us. Their
an*iapient, consisting of spears> axes, clubs, and shot-guns, was
pnmitive, but their methods of fighting were well thought out
??^ gave us much trouble. They awaited our attacks behind
frgh stockades or " pahs ", so strongly built as to be practically

